Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

NOTES

1.  Author:  
 William Shakespeare b. 1564-d.1616, born in Stratford-on-Avon in England.  He wrote and acted in plays in London—starting first as a stage hand and actor.  He published Romeo and Juliet in 1597.  He is known as the greatest playwright in the English language (37 plays; 154 sonnets).
2. Elizabethan theater:
The stage was elevated to allow for trap doors.  Many theaters
were open-air, and plays were performed in daylight.  Seats

were close to the stage, intimate.  Plays were owned by acting

companies; Shakespeare’s theater was The Globe.  There were

no stage directions, scenery, or intermission.
3. Historical context:
Elizabeth I ruled England for 45 yrs. (1558-1603).  Her love of
the arts—music, fine art, drama, and poetry—helped bring a rebirth to England called the Renaissance in the 1500’s/1600’s.
4.  Tragic hero:

A tragedy is a drama in which the central character (the hero)

suffers disaster or misfortune.  His or her downfall is due to

fate, a character flaw such as greed or recklessness, or a

combination of fate & flaw.
5.  Blank verse:

Unrhymed verse written in iambic pentameter, a ten-syllable

line in which every second syllable is stressed. 

            U     /             U           /             U             /      U         /        U          /
      But soft!  What light through yonder window breaks?

            (Unstressed syllables & stressed syllables alternate.)

6.  Simile:


The comparison of two unalike subjects using “like” or “as”




(Their marriage is too like the lightening.)

7.  Metaphor:

The comparison of two unalike subjects using “is” or “are”




(Juliet is the sun.)

8.  Personification:

Giving human characteristics to a non-human object




(The stars beg for Juliet’s eyes to twinkle.)

9.  Tone:


The writer’s attitude, his feelings about the topic.
Shakespeare’s tone toward this play is passionate, angry,

sarcastic, and sorrowful.
10.  Foil:


A character who is the direct opposite of another (a contrast)




i.e.  Mercutio and Romeo; Juliet and Nurse

11.  Allusion:

A reference to an outside but commonly known person, place,

or event.  Attend to references in this play to classical myths.
12. Dramatic irony: 
A device whereby some of the characters are ignorant of facts
that the audience and/or other characters are fully aware of.

If only Romeo and Juliet each knew all the facts (like us)!!!
13.  Foreshadowing:
The reading contains clues about what’s to come.  The Chorus

character first speaks of “doom” and “star-crossed lovers.”
14.  Theme:


Love is so deep, the lovers will die for one another.




Fate guides your life.





Impulsive decisions can lead to tragedy.





Societal and family rules/pressure can lead to suicide.

15.  Play’s setting:

Verona and Mantua (cities in northern Italy) during the Italian
Renaissance (generally, the 16th century).
16.  Chorus:


A character in the Elizabethan drama who speaks the prologue

 



and epilogue and who comments on the action like a narrator.
17.  Romeo:


Son of Montague, 16-yrs.-old, handsome & intelligent, but

impulsive.  He falls in love at first sight with Juliet, the 

daughter of his family’s enemy.
18.  Juliet:


Daughter of Capulet, 13-yrs.-old, beautiful & naïve at first, but

she grows up quickly.  She is courted by Romeo, son of her

family’s enemy.
19. Montague:

Head of the House of the Montagues, married to Lady
Montague, father to Romeo, enemy to the Capulets.
20. Capulet:


Head of the House of the Capulets, married to Lady Capulet,
father to Juliet, enemy to the Montagues.
21. Mercutio:

Friend of Romeo and relative of Prince Escalus (ruler of
Verona).  He loves wordplay, is witty, hotheaded, energetic, &

sexual.
22. Benvolio:

Nephew of Montague and cousin/friend to Romeo.  He tries to
help Romeo get his mind off of Rosaline.
23.  Tybalt:


Nephew of Capulet and cousin of Juliet.  He is hot-headed,

vain, prideful, and aggressive.
24. Friar Lawrence:

Friend and father (religious) to Romeo and Juliet.  He is a
Catholic monk.

25.  Apothecary:

A pharmacist—one who sells herbs/drugs/medicines—in

Mantua, which is where Romeo obtains poison.
26.  Nurse:


Juliet’s nurse, like a nanny.  She is more like a mother to

Juliet--a confidante, a loyal and funny friend.
