SELF-EDITING AND REVISING

Five-paragraph Argumentative Essay

The Giver by Lois Lowry
Name of writer (that’s you):  _____________________         Edit your own essay!
1.  You must read your own essay out loud to yourself!  Make changes when you encounter unclear passages or mistakes.

2.  Can I add more information, direct quotations, or details to support my points?  ____

3.  Is there anything I should cut because it doesn’t fit the topic or is unclear?         ____

4.  Do I stick to the topic and only explain one thesis statement?  


  ____

5.  Is my title interesting?  Does it fit the piece? 




  ____

6.  Have I accidentally repeated information or used the same word twice?             ____

7.  Do I use the present tense when discussing the novel and not the past tense?  ____

     (Correct:   Jonas decides to break free of the community’s rules, and he


            carries Gabriel away to Elsewhere.)

     (Incorrect:  Jonas decided to break free of the community’s rules, and he



  carried Gabriel away to Elsewhere.)

CORE FOCUS CORRECTION AREAS
Development:

1.  ____  The introductory paragraph ends with a thesis statement, a sentence that 


     announces the subject to be explained/proven in the body.  It is underlined.

2. ____  The essay has three body paragraphs (three main examples) that support 

     and prove the theme set forth in the thesis statement.  The body contains

                details from the book and at least three direct quotations (noted with page #).
Conventions:

3.  ____  The essay does not contain run-on sentences and sentence fragments.  All 

     the sentences are complete.

4.  ____  The essay has sentences which begin with capital letters.  The names of 

     particular people, places, and things are also capitalized.  The title of your 

     essay and the book’s title, The Giver, are capitalized.
*Bonus Points:  Remember to grow your vocabulary!  For each stellar vocabulary word, up to five, you can earn a bonus point!  Underline the vocabulary words in context.
