Name:  ____________________
Answer each question in full sentences.  Respond in a minimum of two sentences.
Chapters 1-3:
1. At what time of year does Gene return to Devon to visit?  What mood is created by setting the story during this season?  What do Gene’s descriptions of the season suggest about his state of mind?

2. What causes Gene to comment that “the giants of your childhood, whom you encounter years later…are smaller in relation to your growth”?

3. Why had the boys attended summer session at Devon in 1942?

4. What connection does Phineas make between jumping from the tree and the war effort?

5. What is the Super Suicide Society?  What is foreboding about its title?

6. Gene believes blitzball is a perfect game for Finny.  Explain how the game is played. How do the rules of the game and the skills needed to play it reflect Finny’s character?

7. Why does the trip to the beach represent so many conflicts for Gene?  What does Gene decide Finny is trying to do to him?

Chapters 4-8:
8. Literal language:  words indicate what they mean according to common or dictionary usage.  Figurative language:  words signify something other than what they mean according to common or dictionary usage. When a writer uses figurative language s/he is making a comparison between two things that would ordinarily not be thought of together.  The use of figurative language creates style and allows the reader to imagine or picture an idea.  As you read the novel, record one example from the novel of each figurative language device below.
Simile:  A comparison between two unlike things using a connective word such as like, as, resembles, or than. 

Metaphor:  A metaphor also compares two unlike things.  However, metaphors do not use a connective word in the comparison.  When a writer creates a metaphor he is actually stating that something is something else. 

Personification:  A kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human. 
9. Reread the description of Finny’s fall from the tree.  Is the fall accidental or caused by Gene?  Is falling an unlikely motion for Finny-the-athlete?  Why do you think Finny looked at Gene “for an instance with extreme interest” just before the fall?

10. Describe the scene where Gene admits his guilt to Finny.  What does Gene thereafter define as his purpose in life?

11. What does Gene do when Quackenbush accuses him of being maimed?  What motivates Gene to respond this way?  In what sense might Gene be maimed?

12. Contrast the mood at Devon during the summer session and fall session.  Identify at least three factors that might account for this change in mood.

13. What is Finny’s theory about the war?  How might his injury influence his feelings

toward the war?

Chapters 9-13:
14. Why is it surprising that Elwin (Leper) Lepellier is the first Devon boy to enlist?  Why does his enlistment make the war seem even more remote?

15. How does Brinker get Gene and Finny to attend the mock trial?  In your opinion, why is

Brinker so determined to investigate the incident?

16. What does Gene mean when he says, “Phineas, you wouldn’t be any good in the war,

even if nothing had happened to your leg.”  What qualities make Finny a poor candidate

for military service?

17. What understanding do Finny and Gene reach about the incident in the tree?  Does their explanation of what happened satisfy you?  Why or why not?  

18. What does Gene actually mean when he says, “My war ended before I ever put on a uniform; I was on active duty all my time at school; I killed my enemy there”?

