Shakespeare’s Vocabulary




accompt:  agreement 
affeered:  afraid 
amazement:  confusion 
anon:  soon 
aroin thee:  go away, get lost 
aught:  something 
beldams:  hags 
blanched:  pale 
bodkin:  a dagger 
brainsickly:  warped 
carouse:  drink, to drink a toast 
cleave to:  stick to 
credit:  belief 
dignities:  honors 
dispatch:  management 
distempered:  diseased 
ecstasy:  madness 
enkindle:  encourage, tempt 
ere:  before 
fantastical:  imaginary, not real 
fell:  deadly, evil 
fie:  shame on you 
fly:  flee, run away 
fond:  foolish 
forsworn:  sworn a lie
gadooks!:  Holy Cow! 
gall:  bitterness 
God dild us:  God reward us 
God dild you:  God reward you 
grimalkin:  gray cat 
haply:  perhaps 
hence:  away, there 
hent:  a cut with a sword 
hold!:  stop! 
homely:  plain, simple 
hurlyburly:  a disturbance 
husbandry:  housekeeping 
in fine:  in short 
kerns:  Irish soldiers 
knave:  a creep 
knell:  a ringing of bell at death 
loose:  immoral 
mammering:  hesitating 
marry:  indeed 
maw:  mouth 
mettle:  strength 
mettlesome:  troublesome 
naught:  nothing 
nigh:  near 
nunnery:  convent or brothel 
odsbodkin!:  Holy Cow! 
owing to:  due to, because of 
paddock:  toad 
pageant:  a false pretense 
petard:  bomb 
plight:  sorry condition, fate 
pray:  please 
prithee:  please 
probal to:  provable by 
pronounce:  say, announce 
proper:  handsome 
protest:  declare publicly 
rump-fed:  fat butt 
runnion:  skag, mangy woman 
salute:  greet 
selfsame:  same 
sevennight:  a week 
snipe:  a pain in the rear 
springe:  trap 
stand:  wait 
stay:  wait 
stoup:  a two quart mug for ale 
swounds!:  Holy Cow! 
tempest:  storm 
the golden round:  crown 
to charge:  to command 
to credit:  to believe 
to dally:  to have sex with 
well bethought:  a good idea 
whence:  where 
wherefore:  why 
whitehearted:  cowardly 
wholesome:  healthy, sensible 
wight:  person 
withal:  with 
wrack:  ruin 

Words specific to R & J play:
hence: From this time forward 
honest:  A virgin
indifferent:  ordinary
jack: a mean man
jar:  the ticking of a clock; to tick 
knave: young boy or male servant
lozel: a cheap person
moe:  more
ninny: a fool or a jester
ope:  to open
perchance:  perhaps 
quat:  a pimple (insult too)
rood:  the crucifix
shent:  either 
thee/thou/thy:  you & your
utterance:  an extremity (arm/leg)
venge:  to seek revenge
waft:  to wave, summon, to turn.
yonder:  an indicated place
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Romeo and Juliet




	           Act 1

	adversaries
	enemies

	disposition
	temperment

	esteem
	high rank

	forfeit
	give us as punishment

	languish
	long or pine for

	nuptial
	wedding

	oppression
	heavy weight on mind

	pernicious
	deadly

	rapier
	long, slender sword

	transgression
	going beyond certain limits

	trespass
	enter without permission

	valiant
	brave

	augment
	to increase or intensify

	chaste
	virtuous, decent, pure, virginal

	exquisite
	of special beauty or charm

	grievance
	problem causing resentment 

	warrant
	to give adequate reasons for

	purge
	cleanse, forgive, absolve

	solemnity
	being formal, dignified

	  Act 2

	conjure
	bring to mind

	idolatry
	worship

	invocation
	prayer

	perjury
	false testimony

	procure
	obtain

	variable
	changeable

	wanton
	reckless or sexual

	  Act 3

	banishment
	exile

	calamity
	disaster

	commend
	praise

	dexterity
	skill

	prevail
	triumph

	reconcile
	settle

	vile 
	wicked

	  Act 4

	abate
	to reduce, make less

	array
	orderly display

	beguile
	to deceive or trick

	bier
	structure for coffin

	dirge
	funeral hymn

	distraught
	deeply worried, tense, or bewildered

	fester
	to develop pus, rot

	prostrate
	kneel or fall flat

	receptacle
	container

	shroud
	burial cloth

	  Act 5

	abhor
	hate, detest, loathe

	apothcary
	druggest

	amorous
	loving

	conspire
	to plan secretly with someone

	devise
	to plan, think up

	dispose
	kill, get rid of

	felon
	criminal

	inter
	bury

	paramour
	lover

	sepulcher
	tomb

	tedious
	boring

	unsavory
	offensive, unclean, morally bad

	
	



  
