Poetry Writing Elective Course

Mrs. Daileanes, English Department
Syllabus

Welcome to poetry class!  In this class, you can expect the following:
· lots of time to try writing different forms of poetry

· whole-class and group discussions on published poetry

· workshop setting for sharing and receiving feedback on your poetry

· little homework other than enjoying some writing and projects

· a casual and comfortable learning environment (low stress)

· use of different media to learn about and develop poems

· lots of creativity, enjoyment, and respect 

· teacher as facilitator and guide (no such thing as a wrong poem!)
Grading system:
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Focus and diligence in writing sessions 20% 
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Class participation in analysis/discussion 20% 
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Final portfolio & exam 20% 
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Poetry research and presentations 20%
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Poetry quizzes 20%
Check it out:

http://www.poetryfoundation.org is an awesome site!

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets.htm is also good.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/poetryeverywhere/ is great!
http://www.favoritepoem.org/ has cool videos/readings.

WEEKS ONE and TWO:
· Students, please keep a notebook or small binder with lined paper and room for handouts.
· What is poetry?  How do you read, hear, and interpret poetry?
· How do you write a relatable, meaningful poem?
· Writing types to try:  quilt poem, found poem, derived poem, cinquain, free verse, synesthesia poem, chain-link poem, and imitation poem
· Poetry-writing tips

· Writing workshops

· Famous poets we’ll look at:  Langston Hughes, Lucille Clifton, Carl Sandburg, Gary Snyder, Philip Levine, Mark Strand, Robert Hayden, WB Yeats, Marianne Moore, Seamus Heaney, Robert Frost, Audre Lorde, Sharon Olds, and Elizabeth Bishop.
WEEKS THREE and FOUR:
· How do poems of the same style and genre compare?

· How do you ignore form and focus on language when writing your poetry?

· Writing types to try:  comparison/contrast, compost poem, collage poem, haiku, truth poem, scaffolding poem, ekphasic poetry on art

· Writing workshops

· Famous poets we’ll look at:  Adrienne Rich, William Carlos Williams, Richard Eberhart, Stanley Kunitz, Billy Collins, Issa, Randall Jarrell, Rumi, Emily Dickinson, Robert Browning, Robert Frost, Sharon Olds, and Marie Howe
WEEKS FIVE and SIX:

· How do you use observation to write about art and objects?

· How do you recite poetry with impact?

· How can personification and other figurative language devices enhance your poetry?

· Writing types to try:  autobiographical poem, lune, personification poem, imitation poem, last words poem, object poem, nocturne, still-life poem

· Writing workshops

· Famous poets we’ll look at:  Yusef Komunyakaa, Langston Hughes, Walt Whitman, Li Po, Charles Simic, William Carlos Williams, Emily Dickinson, Mark Strand, Sylvia Plath, Kwame Dawe, Donald Hall, Denise Levertov, WH Auden, and Jane Hirschfield
WEEKS SEVEN and EIGHT:

· What is a narrative poem?

· What are common themes in contemporary poetry?

· What are important genres in poetry?

· Writing types to try:  narrative, extended metaphor, free verse, catalogue poem, imitation poem, research on a poet

· Writing workshops

· Famous poets we’ll look at:  Richard Wilbur, Robert Frost, Rhina Espaillat, WB Yeats, Robert Creely, William Blake, William Wordsworth, Matthea Harvey, William Carlos Williams, and various poets researched by students
WEEKS NINE and TEN:

· How are old-fashioned poetry forms still relevant?

· How do you choose and arrange poetry for publication and for oral reading?

· Writing types to try:  derived poem, free verse, sonnet, lyric, publishable poetry

· Writing workshops

· Famous poets we’ll look at:  Shakespeare, Petrarch, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, various poets chosen by students
· Exam/poetry slam/portfolio
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