Name:  _________________________
Thematic Essay Topics
The Giver
Choose one of these topics for a five-or-six paragraph essay. The information is there for guidance only (not mandatory).
1.  Diversity:  
Definition: variety, differences, inclusion of people with different traits and backgrounds
Claim:  The lack of diversity in Jonas’ community is harmful to its citizens.

Reasons:
1. Sameness has led to a lack of physical diversity (appearance & color).


2. Sameness has caused a lack of intellectual diversity (thinking/deciding for self)


3. Sameness has caused a lack of emotional diversity (feelings).
Why have Jonas and the community been taught that it is best for everyone to be the same? How is Sameness a seemingly positive concept that later reveals itself as negative? Why does Jonas seek another community that celebrates racial, intellectual, emotional, and physical diversity and desire to return some diversity back to his people?
___________________________________________________________________________
2.  Conformity: 
Definition: obedience, following societal norms, compliance to rules and regulations
Claim:  The government presiding over Jonas’ community is overbearing. 
Reasons:
1. Community members cannot have knowledge.


2. Community members cannot be unique/have a voice.


3. Community members face serious consequences for minor infractions &

    differences.
Because all individuals must conform to the strict rules of the society, how do Jonas’ people lose voice and personality in order to have a peaceful existence? How do the community members suffer in order to live free of problems and choices? How/why does government of the community try to keep its citizens ignorant? How does Jonas rebel against his government for himself, Gabe, and his people?
___________________________________________________________________________
3.  Deceit:  
Definition: concealment, misrepresentation, falseness, secrets
Claim:  The deceit in Jonas’ community leads to its downfall. 

Reasons:
1. Deceit harms friendships in the story.


2. Deceit harms family relationships in the story.


3. Deceit, particularly release, harms the community and makes them amoral.
How is the story about deceit in the guise of honesty and truth? Why does the community go to great lengths to ensure harmony? When Jonas becomes Receiver, how does this affect his friendships with Fiona and Asher? How does a lack of honesty, knowledge, and biological connections prevent community members from establishing close, honest relationships with their family members?  Why is Jonas so crushed by his father’s deceit? How must he save his community from itself?
___________________________________________________________________________
4.  Dystopia: 
Definition: a malfunctioning place, the opposite of a utopia, human misery

Claim:  Jonas’ society is a dystopia rather than a utopia.

Reasons:
1. Sameness eliminates diversity and uniqueness.


2. Community members have no democracy, no choices.


3. Deceit is destructive.
What is positive about the expectations of and modes of operation in Jonas’ community? Is what a person envisions as ideal necessarily perfect? How does Jonas’ utopia unravel before his eyes as he receives wisdom? How do the factors of Sameness, conformity, and deceit make the society an undesirable place to live? 
___________________________________________________________________________
5.  Jonas & Giver: 
Definition: Characters are characterized by their appearance, words, actions, and reactions.
Claim:  The characters of Jonas and the Giver, though different in some ways, are very similar. 

Reasons:
1. Differences (age, experience, appearance, personalities, etc.)


2. Similarities (intelligence, job, curiosity, compassion, capacity to see/hear

    beyond, etc.)


3. End of the plot—teamwork, goals, courage, resolution
Can wisdom come from both the old and the young? In what ways are Jonas and the Giver different? In what ways are they similar? How are they both wise and foolish? Ultimately, who ends up being more courageous and more willing to make change?  
___________________________________________________________________________
6.  Freedom & Security:  
Definition: Freedom is liberty, privilege, & choice. Security is safety, assurance, & protection.

Claim:  Freedom is more important than security in a healthy society. 

Reasons:
1. Physical freedom: Freedom to move about and act freely is more important

    than living with complete physical security (no danger, disagreements, pain).

2. Emotional freedom: Freedom to have a variety of emotions is more important

    than living an overly-medicated, emotionless life.


2. Intellectual freedom: Freedom to think for oneself is better than being immune

    from mistakes.
How/why did Jonas’ society once relinquish almost all of their freedoms to remain totally protected from experiencing danger, negative feelings, and mistakes? Which is better, a life that is perfectly safe or a life that is unsafe but free? What are the benefits and negatives to having total security in Jonas’ world? How does their absolute security but absence of freedom create a with limited meaning? 
___________________________________________________________________________
7.  Coming of Age:  
Definition: Growing up, assuming adult roles and responsibilities

Claim:  Coming of age prematurely in The Giver is harmful to the young people.
Reasons:
1. A shortened childhood impedes friendship among Asher, Fiona, and Jonas.


2. An early adulthood is unfairly forced upon Birthmothers and Receivers.


3. Too much responsibility is thrust upon the Giver, Rosemary, and Jonas.
How is growing up and assuming responsibility both highly difficult in this story? What are some of the jobs that are too stressful for a twelve-year-old? How and why is childhood rushed? How are puberty and love mishandled? 

Sample Introductory Paragraph:

Imagine a world where people regularly exist without emotions.  Men, women, and children are surrounded by a flat, colorless, sunless environment.  Surprisingly, these people are content to live without freedom, diversity, and feelings. Indeed, the community members follow directions heard through loud speakers and smile vacantly. This is the community in The Giver, a futuristic science-fiction novel by Lois Lowry. In this novel, the protagonist named Jonas must re-learn his society's history and then struggle with the wisdom this brings.  Jonas’ community is unmistakably a dystopia rather than a utopia because of the expectations that individuals will conform blindly to the rules, live without diversity, and accept deception. 
