	1. Which is a synonym for the verb abjure?

To examine
To answer

To reject


	1.  Answer:  Abjure means to give up formally or renounce
In the police station, the thief abjured his right to counsel because he knew he was guilty.

	2. Loquacious is an

      adjective meaning what? 

Conscientious or honest
Willful or wayward
Babbling or talkative

	2.  Answer:  Loquacious means babbling or talkative 
Marc was loquacious after he ate a lot of sugar, which shocked people because he is typically reticent.  

	3. Which is an antonym for the noun acumen?

Lack of awareness
Sluggishness
Keen insight
	3.  Answer:  Lack of awareness.  Acumen means excellent judgment or insight
The student’s acumen is evidenced by his insightful comments during class discussions.

	4. Pious is an adjective meaning what?

Talented 
Devoted
Skilled in using hands

	4.  Answer: Pious means devoted to a god; religious
Amanda saw a pious painting of the sacred Virgin Mary at the Museum of Fine Art.



	5.  What is the difference between the adjectives discrete and discreet?


	5.  Answer:  Discrete means unique or distinct (a discrete scar on his arm) while discreet means polite or cautious (being discreet about someone’s secret).

 

	6.  Would you be likely to offer succor to a student who is purposely feckless?
Explain!

	6.  Answer:  No!  I would not offer help (succor) to a student who is lazy or unmotivated (feckless) on purpose.


	7. Which is a synonym for ruse?
Fear
Guile

Support
	7.  Answer:  Guile!  Although guile is slightly more negative (it means trickery or deception), it still means a ruse (a trick).


	8. What is the difference between affect and effect?

  Explain.
	8.  Answer:  Affect is used as a verb meaning to influence (the death affected him deeply) while effect is usually used as a noun (the effect of the storm is the result).




	9. Which is an antonym for the adjective lugubrious?

Exhilarated

Mournful

Intelligent
	9.  Answer:  Exhilarated (excited) is the opposite because lugubrious means mournful; gloomy or dismal.

The lugubrious photograph of the dead pigeon made me sad.

	10.  In order to abrogate the unfair practices of the overbearing boss, Bob made a motion to the committee to impeach the boss. 

Was Bob correct?

    
	10.  Answer:  Yes, Bob was correct to abolish formally (abrogate) the unfair rules of the mean boss by calling to impeach him (to charge with improper conduct).


	11.  Are homogeneous and
     heterogeneous antonyms,

     synonyms, or homonyms?


	11. Answer:  The words are antonyms.  Homogeneous means similar or uniform whereas heterogeneous means unalike or different.


	12.  What is the slight difference between ensure and insure?

	12. Answer:  Ensure means to make certain.  While insure also means to secure, it is usually in reference to property such as a car or house.



	13.  True or false:  

Zoology and botany are related.
	13.  Answer:  True
Zoology is the study of animals, and botany is the study of plants.  Yet, they are both branches of biology!



	14.  True or false:  

This line contains iambic pentameter:

“Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.”
	14.  Answer:  False 
Although this line is iambic (unstressed and stressed pairs of syllables), there are only four pairs rather than five.

	15.  Which is a synonym for

     the verb belie?

To contradict

To denounce

To stir
	15.  Answer:  Belie means to contradict.
The smile on the outside of the widow belies the agony she feels on the inside.

	16. Alleged is an adjective

    meaning what?
Laid down as law

Believed as true

Unusually large in scope
	16.  Answer:  Believed as true but not yet proven guilty
The alleged bank robber was arrested but soon set free on bail until the trial.


	17.  True or false:  

      Facing an opponent who is

     formidable would likely irk

     the contestant.

	17.  Answer:  True
Formidable means arousing fear or dread (a challenging competitor is formidable), and irk means to trouble or irritate.

	 18.  Subject-verb agreement:
  correct or incorrect?

A change in the rules for hockey games often confuse the spectators.
	18.  Answer:  Incorrect
A “change” (the subject) is singular, so the verb must be “confuses.”



	 19.  Subject-verb agreement:

  correct or incorrect?

Each boy on the winning team is receiving a trophy.

	19.  Answer:  Correct
“Each” (the subject) is singular, so the correct verb must be “is receiving.”

	20. Subject-verb agreement:

  correct or incorrect?

Neither Nelly nor Nancy are ready to begin.
	20.  Answer:  Incorrect
“Neither…nor” refers to neither one of the girls.  Therefore, the subject is singular and requires a singular verb, “is.”


	21.  Subject-verb agreement:

  correct or incorrect?

The huge waves is the reason for surfing at Kahuna beach.

	21.  Answer:  Incorrect
“Waves” (the subject) is plural, so it takes a plural verb, “are.”



	22. Subject-verb agreement:

  correct or incorrect?

Two-thirds of the class need to pass the test.
	22.  Answer:  Incorrect
“Two-thirds” is considered a collective amount, a singular subject.  The verb should be “needs.”

	23.  Pronoun-antecedent

   agreement:

       correct or incorrect?

Everyone should bring his or her binder to class.
	23.  Answer:  Correct
“Everyone” (the antecedent) is a singular indefinite pronoun.  You must use “his or her” and not “their.”

	 24. Pronoun-antecedent

   agreement:

       correct or incorrect?

The mouse caught his paw on the nail.
	24.  Answer:  Incorrect
“Mouse” (antecedent) is a singular, neuter noun.  So, the pronoun should be “its” (not “his”) because the gender of the mouse is unknown!


	25.  Pronoun-antecedent

   agreement:

       correct or incorrect?

Anyone could have forgotten their money, so don’t get mad!
	25.  Answer:  Incorrect
“Anyone” is a singular indefinite pronoun.  You must use “his or her” and not “their” for the pronoun.

	26. Pronoun-antecedent

   agreement:

       correct or incorrect?

Either Bob or Jay will explain his excuse.
	26.  Answer:  Correct
“Either” connects two singular antecedents (Bob or Jay).  The pronoun “his” is correct because it is singular and masculine.

	27.  What is too informal to use

        in a research paper?
	27.  Answer:  

The following are too informal to be used in the research paper:  contractions,

             slang,

             personal pronouns 

                              (esp. first person pronouns)

             numbers< 100 (spell them out)

	28.  What is a thesis statement?
	28.  Answer: 
A thesis statement is one sentence which establishes the writer’s position on the topic.  It is the last sentence of the introductory paragraph.




	29. What are the

        characteristics of the title
        of a research paper (or any

        essay you turn in).
	29.  Answer:  

The first letter of each word in the title is capitalized; it is centered on the page; it is not underlined or put in quotes. 

	30.  What can you tell me about

       a works cited page?
	30.  Answer:  A works cited page is a bibliography of the resources you document in the research paper.  Each entry is alphabetized, indented after the first line, and double spaced.  An entry begins with an author’s last name or a title.

	31. What are the three forms of

       note taking?
	31.  Answer:  
summarizing (whole article in your own

                                 words)
paraphrasing (specific details reworded

                                   in your own words)
directly quoting (citing quotations)

	32. What is required in

    parenthetical documentation?
	32.  Answer:  Each parenthetical documentation needs the author’s last name, if known, or a shortened version of the article’s title in quotes.  The page number is also required.
     (Smith 3).  or  (“Reform” 4).


	33. What can you tell me about

       William Shakespeare’s life?
	33.  Answer:  Willy lived from 1564-1616.  Little is known about his life.  He was born in Stratford-on-Avon in England, and he was a stage hand and actor before becoming a playwright and poet.  He wrote 37 plays; 154 sonnets.

	34.  Describe Elizabethan

        theater.
	34.  Answer:  The stage was elevated, and seats were close by.  The theaters usually were open-air and depended on daylight.  Plays were performed without intermission, stage directions, or scenery.

	35.  Describe the Elizabethan

       era in England.
	35.  Answer:  Queen Elizabeth I ruled England for 45 yrs.  Her love of the art (music, painting, sculpture, sciences, drama, poetry, etc.) helped provide a rebirth to England called the Renaissance in the 1500’s &

1600’s.

	36. What is a tragedy?
	36.  Answer:  A tragedy is a play in which the central character(s) suffer great misfortune.  The downfall of the protagonist(s) is due to fate or flaw or a combination.


	37. What is blank verse?
	37.  Answer:  Verse is lines of poetry.  Blank verse is unrhymed iambic pentameter.  Shakespeare wrote lines of ten-syllables each, five pairs of unstressed and stressed syllables (alternating).

	38. What is a foil character in a

      short story, novel, or play?
	38.  Answer:  A foil character is an opposite character, one who highlights another character’s differences.  For example, Juliet and Nurse are opposites.  Mercutio serves as a foil for Romeo as well.

	39.  What is dramatic irony?
	39.  Answer:  Dramatic irony is when the audience/reader knows more than a character on stage.  For example, we know Juliet’s tears are for Romeo, not Tybalt, as her mother suspects.

	40. What is the Chorus in a

      Shakespeare play?
	40.  Answer:  A Chorus is a narrator of sorts.  The Chorus’ job is to explain and clarify the action.  The Chorus speaks the prologue, beginning of Act II, and the epilogue in Romeo and Juliet.


	41. What are the turning point

       and catastrophe in Romeo

      and Juliet?
	41.  Answer:  The turning point is when Romeo fights and kills Tybalt.  The catastrophe is the suicides of Romeo & Juliet.

	42.  Name three themes in

      Romeo & Juliet.
	42.  Answer:  

· People may die for love.

· Fate plays a role in life.

· Impulsive decisions can lead to tragedy.

	43.  What is the setting of

       Romeo & Juliet? 


	43.  Answer:  The setting is during the Italian Renaissance, 15th or 16th centuries.  The places are Verona and Mantua, Italy.

	44.  What is the setting of West Side Story?
	44.  Answer:  This story is set in the West Side of Manhattan (NYC) in the late 1950’s.  During this time, a large number of Puerto Rican immigrants settled in big cities like New York.


	45. Summarize the messages in

      West Side Story.

	45.  Answer:  
· Violence is not the answer.
· Intolerance of differences creates hate.

· Hasty decisions can be volatile.

· People can make peace.

	46.  Who and what is noticeably absent from the lives of the young adults in West Side Story?

	46.  Answer:  The parents and adults do not play a large role in this musical.  The reason is the teens are on their own due to single-parent homes, parents busy working, and so on.  There is little adult guidance or positive role modeling.

	47. What is the term for making something non-human have the characteristics of a human?  Provide an example.


	47.  Answer:  Personification

The tree moaned in the breeze.

	48. What kind of rhyme occurs within the same single line of poetry?


	48.  Answer:  Internal rhyme.  (End rhyme is when the last word of two different lines do rhyme.)


	49.  In poetry or literature, what is a symbol?  Provide an example.
	49.  Answer:  A symbol is something that represents a deep, abstract idea.

Examples: 

A flag symbolizes patriotism.  

A red rose symbolizes love.

	50.  What is it called when an author "drops" clues about what will soon happen?  


	50.  Answer:  This is

foreshadowing.

For example, dark rain clouds' approaching suggest that mystery or danger is to come.

	51.  What is it called when there

is a discrepancy (difference) between what the reader expects and what really ends up happening?


	51.  Answer:  Irony!

Irony you see = dramatic irony

Irony you say = verbal irony

Irony you're in = situational

                              irony

	52. What is a simile?  Provide an

      example.

	52. Answer:  A simile is the comparison between two unalike things using like or as.
Example:  My love is like a red

rose.


	53.  What is the term for an

       over-the-top exaggeration

       in poetry?
	53.  Answer:    hyperbole
Example:  The man was ten feet tall.



	54.  What is alliteration? 

       Provide an example.
	54.  Answer:  Alliteration is the repetition of beginning consonant sounds in two or more words close together.  
Example:  a red rocketship



	55. What is the term for the repetition of vowel sounds in words close together that end in different consonants?
	55.  Answer:   assonance
Example:  sweet dreams

	56. What is the term for the repetition of ending consonant sounds in words close together?
	56. Answer:   consonance
Example:  dazed and confused


	57. “Whip” is an example of

       what poetry device?

	57.  Answer:   onomatopoeia
Onomatopoeia is when a word sounds like what it means.

	58.  What is scanning or

        scansion?

	58.  Answer:  Scanning is the process of analyzing the rhythm and meter in lines of poetry.  For example, one would mark the stressed and unstressed syllables in groups called feet.

	59.  What is the name for a pattern of five feet in one line, each made up of a pair of unstressed and stressed syllables?
	59.  Answer: 
             iambic pentameter
Shakespeare wrote in unrhymed iambic pentameter.



	60.  What is imagery?
	60.  Answer:  Imagery is a group of images created with words by the poet for the reader’s mind.  Imagery appeals to one or more of your five senses.


	61.  What are “G’day, mate,” “You bloody fool,” and “Howdy, y’all” examples of?


	61.  Answer:    dialect

Dialect is a version of a language spoken by a particular region or group of people.

	62.  What is the difference between mood and tone?
	62.  Answer:  

Mood is the overall atmosphere of a piece of writing (sad).  Tone involves the writer’s voice or attitude toward the subject (sarcastic).

	63.  How is a narrative different from an epic poem?
	63.  Answer:  A narrative is a poem that has a setting, plot, and characters like a short story.  An epic is a long narrative poem specifically about heroes & gods.

	64.  What is a sonnet?  What kind of rhyme scheme does a Shakespearean sonnet have?
	64.  Answer:  A sonnet is a fourteen line poem spoken by a lover to his/her beloved.  Shakespearean sonnets have three quatrains and a rhyming couplet:   ABAB, CDCD, EFEF, GG (rhyme pattern).


	65.  Describe the plot of “The Sniper.”


	65.  Answer:   The setting is urban Ireland during the Civil War (1920’s) between the Freestaters & the Republicans.  A sniper on one rooftop mercilessly kills an old woman and other enemies.  Yet, we realize he merely has a job to do.  Unfortunately, his job as a soldier involves killing another sniper on the opposing rooftop—unknowingly his own brother.

	66.  Describe the plot of “The Golden Kite, The Silver Wind.”
	66.  Answer:  There is a rivalry between two Chinese cities, each surrounded by a wall.  One Mandarin ruler tries to outdo the other by fashion-ing the wall of his city in the shape of a “stronger” symbol like a bonfire rather than a club.  The daughter of one of the emperors secretly commands her father to end the conflict after energy spent re-building the walls causes great economic ruin.  One city finally becomes a kite; the other becomes the wind (equal).

	67.  What do “The Sniper,” “The Golden Kite, The Silver Wind,” and “The Interlopers” have in common?
	67.  Answer:  
1. Each story involves physical

conflict--man vs. man or city vs. city.
2. Each conflict concerns 
power/property (control of Ireland, a stronger city, or a strip of land).

3. Each story ends ironically—the

brother is shot, the daughter is the brains behind the peace, or the enemies become friends but suffer wolves.

	HONORS:
68.  What are the conflicts for protagonist Ray Kinsella in Shoeless Joe?


	68.  Answer:  

· Ray vs. the voice
· Ray vs. Jerry
· Ray vs. Richard
· Ray vs. himself
· Ray vs. finances (Mark/Bluestein)



	HONORS: Shoeless Joe
69.  What are the settings of Shoeless Joe?


	69.  Answer:  mid-to-late 1970’s; Iowa cornfield near Iowa City; New Hampshire; various ballparks/cities (Chicago, Cleveland, New York City, Boston, Chisholm, Bloomington)

	HONORS: Shoeless Joe
70.  Summarize the journey of Ray Kinsella, the protagonist in Shoeless Joe.
	70.  Answer:  Ray is an insurance-agent-turned-farmer in Iowa who constructs a ballpark in his cornfield.  A “voice” tells him to build it and wait for the “return” of Shoeless Joe Jackson and the rest of the White Sox’s Unlucky Eight, who need a second chance.  Reclusive author J.D. Salinger also needs a rebirth, a second chance, & is dragged into the journey…easing his pain.

	HONORS: Shoeless Joe
71. What are the three

      announcements Ray Kinsella

      hears?  


	71.  Answer:  “If you build it, he will come.”  “Ease his pain.”  “Go the distance.”



	HONORS: Shoeless Joe
72.  What are the themes of

      Shoeless Joe?
	72.  Answer:  

· Self-renewal comes from facing one’s past.

· Love & dreams are powerful—they make  people come alive.

· Baseball is life—building & rebuilding.

· Baseball is an American religion—building anew, erasing one’s sins.


	HONORS: Bean Trees
73.  What are the settings and characters of The Bean Trees?


	73.  Answer:  Settings:  Kentucky is her home state, yet she ventures to Tucson, Arizona, for the majority of the story.  The story covers one year and is set in contemporary time.  The main characters are Taylor, Turtle, Lou Ann, Mattie, Esperanza & Estevan, Virgie May, and Edna Poppy.

	HONORS: Bean Trees
74.  Summarize the journey of Taylor, the protagonist in The Bean Trees.
	74.  Answer:  Twenty-four-year-old Taylor Greer leaves Kentucky on a road trip to re-invent her life in a new place.  She is given a three-year-old, orphan girl and names her little foundling "Turtle" because she clings with an unrelenting, reptilian grip.  With Turtle in tow, Taylor lands in Tucson, Ariz., with two flat tires.  She works in a tire garage and rooms with a young, battered divorcee who has a little boy.  Taylor finds that motherhood, friendship, and independence are thorny, if welcome, gifts. 

	HONORS: Bean Trees
75. What are three antagonists that Taylor experiences?

	75.  Answer:  Possible answers include the following:
· Being stuck in boring life without confidence

· “Receiving” an abused child

· Having flat tires

· Making new friends

· Finding jobs and place to live
· Figuring out how to be a mother

· Dealing w/Turtle’s near abduction
· Helping illegal immigrants

· Adopting Turtle

	HONORS: Bean Trees
76.  What are the themes of

      The Bean Trees?
	76.  Answer:  

· Women can be strong & independent.
· Love can heal.
· Family does not have to be relatives.

· Compassion combats discrimination.
· The earth & nature are sacred and peaceful.


	HONORS: Between Shades
77.  What are the settings and characters of Between Shades?


	77.  Answer:  Settings:  WWII (1940’s) and more than a decade later; in Lithuania, Russia/Siberia, and the Arctic Circle. The main characters are Lina Vilkas, Jonas, Elena (Mama), Kostas (Papa), Andrius, Kretzsky, Mrs. Arvydas, Mr. Stalas, Mrs. Rimas, Ona, Altaian woman, Janina, and Dr. Samodurov.

	HONORS: Between Shades
78.  What are major conflicts faced by the protagonists in this work of historical fiction?
	78.  Answer:  Lina and her family face deportation from Lithuania, starvation, farm labor, disease, separation, death, imprisonment, the NKVD officers, and more.

	HONORS: Between Shades
79. Who are some of the people who help Lina and her family during the deportation of Lithuanians under Stalin’s reign and the years of imprisonment?

	79.  Answer:  Possible answers include the following:

· The Altaian woman in their hut at the farm

· Nikolai Kretzsky

· The doctor (Samodurov)

· Mrs. Rimas, Mrs. Arvydas, Mrs. Grybas (other prisoners)

	HONORS: Between Shades
80.  How does the reader know that Lina, Andrius, and Jonas survive?


	80.  Answer:  

There is an epilogue. A box with a record of their story is found buried in 1995 at a construction site. It reveals that after twelve years of camp imprisonment, she married Andrius Arvydas, and her brother Jonas survived as well.


