           West Side Story

Setting:  Manhattan's West Side

1950's--when many Puerto Ricans 

immigrated to N.Y.C.

Jets:  the Anglo or "white" gang

Riff (leader)

Tony (former leader)

Diesel (strongest)

Action (wants to be leader)

A-Rab (harasses Anita)

Baby John (junior member of gang)

Anybodys (female/unofficial member)

Others:  Snowboy, Big Deal, Gee-Tar,

              Mouthpiece, Ice, Tiger

Sharks:  the Puerto Rican gang

Bernardo (leader)

Chino (Maria's ex-boyfriend; wants to


marry her)

Others:  Pepe, Nibbles, Indio

Other characters:

Anita (Bernardo's girlfriend)

Maria (younger sister of Bernardo)

Doc (owner of drugstore; Jewish; 

       Tony's boss; angry at the gangs)

Detective Schrank & Officer Krupke

      (tough, hardened cops; prejudiced;

      hate gangs but esp. the Sharks)

Murray Benowitz (adult holding the 

       (dance; peacemaker; hopeful)

Themes:  Prejudice and hatred lead

to tragedy.  Impulsive actions (the killings, 

Anita's lie, even love) often lead to disaster.
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