Name:  ____________________
Type Four Writing Assignment
“The Interlopers,” “I Have a Dream,” “The Golden Kite, Silver Wind,” and

 “The Sniper”

Description:  

You will be writing a news story, new beginning or ending to a short story, paragraph, speech, report, or allegory relating to the short stories or non-fiction piece we read.  Once you choose

an assignment, pay attention to the requirements for your piece.

Choices:

1.  Imagine you are a newspaper reporter assigned to cover the discovery of the two bodies of Georg and Ulrich.  You find that the dead men are members of prominent families that have been feuding for generations.  You learn that shortly before their deaths, the men had resolved their differences.   Write a one-page newspaper article about their story.  Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?  Present the story with the most exciting facts and a catchy headline.  Use columns when typing, if possible.  The story should consist of several short paragraphs in the style of a newspaper article.

2.  Write either a “before” or “after” narrative for “The Sniper” (creative writing). Actually write the story, and include why the two brothers ended up on opposite sides in the war or what happens to the sniper after he discovers he has killed his brother.  Write several paragraphs (double spaced 1-2 pages) in the style and tense of the original story.  Try to write some dialogue.   Attend to the point of view, verb tense, and traits of the characters in the original story.

3.  Imagine the next scene in “The Interlopers.”  How do the wolves have a role in the story?  Write a new ending (creative writing) that suggests an alternate outcome, or just add on to the existing ending as the wolves approach!  Write several paragraphs (double spaced 1-2 pages) in the style and tense of the original story.  Try to add some dialogue.  Attend to the point of view, verb tense, and traits of the characters in the original story.

4.  Write a solid, informative paragraph explaining the irony of the resolution between Georg and Ulrich in “The Interlopers” and the irony in the ending of “The Sniper.”  Explain the feud in each story, but do not spend too much time just summarizing every detail.  Focus mostly on how the outcome in each story has a twist—irony.  Be sure to include a (1) topic sentence that states your subject (irony); (2) reasons, examples, and details to support it; (3) and a closing sentence which sums up your point.  Use the present tense to discuss the short stories.
5. If you were writing an allegory for war like the allegory for the cold war in “The Golden Kite, Silver Wind,” what situation would you describe?  Pick a time, place, and type of conflict.  Write a short allegory (creative writing), and teach us a lesson!  Write several paragraphs (double spaced 1-2 pages).
6.  Martin Luther King, Jr., felt passionately about civil rights and was willing to give up his life for the cause.  Although your feelings may not be as extreme, do you feel strongly about something that is wrong and must be changed?  Write a short speech in King’s style.  Be sure to address your audience and emphasize your words.  Mimic the repetitions, metaphors, personifications, and alliterations of King’s speech, wherever possible.  The speech should be several paragraphs in length (perhaps one page), but not as long as King’s!
7.  Do some light research about one of the following historical topics:  (1) Martin Luther King, Jr. (“I Have a Dream); (2) the cold war between the former Soviet Union and the United States (which inspired “The Golden Kite, the Silver Wind”); or (3) the civil war in Ireland between the Republicans and the Free Staters, which inspired “The Sniper.”  Write a short report about one of these events in your own words.  Write several paragraphs (1 page or so) of information about the topic.  Do not plagiarize, and make note of the source at the end of the paper.

Purpose/Audience:
Your purpose will vary:  to persuade, express, inform, or entertain.  Your audience will also vary—newspaper readers, peers, adults, or teacher.  If the piece is on the “formal” side, avoid contractions and slang; spell out numbers less than 100.


Focus Correction Areas:
Development: 
1.  Proper format & detail (article, paragraph, story, speech…) (25 points)

2. Effective vocabulary/descriptive language (25 points)

Conventions:  
3.  Capitalization (20 points)
4.  Spelling (20 points)
5.  Comma before a short conjunction when it joins two complete sentences. (10 pts.)
Remember the “givens”: to, too, two; its, it’s; their, there, they’re; your, you’re; a lot, all right…










