All I ever really needed to know I learned in kindergarten…

Dear Families,

Welcome to kindergarten and the Cashman School.  I am so excited to be sharing this kindergarten experience with you and your child.  I know it will be a positive and rewarding year.  This first newsletter will answer and address many questions and concerns to help ease the adjustment from home to school for both you and your child.  

TRANSPORTATION

       For the safety of your child, if transportation changes even for a day, please send a written note to me and the office informing us of the change.  If your child usually takes the bus home and is being picked up on a particular day, I also need a note from you.  When in doubt, write a note.  Children feel confused and anxious when their schedule or transportation changes and with a note we can avoid this.  Your child will only be dismissed to the names specified on the forms in the office.  

      Also, all kindergarten children need to be greeted by an adult at the afternoon bus stop.  In the event of an emergency or you are running late, please know your child will stay on the bus and be returned to school.  

      Please note, before crossing in front of the bus to the other side of the street, look up at the bus driver and look for the “thumbs up” sign signaling it is safe to cross.  

LUNCH AND SNACK

       Each day we will have a snack time, usually around 10 o’clock.  Please pack your child a healthful snack and drink each day.  After snack time, we will go out for recess each day for 15 minutes.  Please keep in mind we try to go out every day and only stay in when the weather is very poor.  The playground does tend to be windy and cool.  We will have recess and lunch with the other kindergarten classes and it is a nice way to see friends in other rooms.

        As part of the full day kindergarten program, having lunch at school is also a new experience for most children.  Usually within two weeks they become pros in the cafeteria and there are cafeteria monitors to help the children as needed.  You will receive a copy of the lunch menu at the beginning of each month.  The children need to bring their lunch money in a sealed envelope with their name printed clearly on the outside.  Lunch is $2.25 a day and milk is .50 a day.  If you are buying lunch, milk comes with it.  Some children buy just milk to go along with lunch from home. If you are buying lunch for the entire week, please send it on Monday morning.  Sorry, milk can only be purchased one day at a time.  

SPECIALISTS

      Each day the children will have a specialist time right after lunch. Some days the children will have one specialist and 2 days per week we will have two. Please keep this schedule handy to help when planning how your child should dress. Our schedule is:

Monday-  Art with  Mrs. Greenfield for 30 minutes and Gym with Mr. Flaherty for 30 minutes (wear sneakers). 

Tuesday- Guidance with Mrs. Jarman ( our school adjustment counselor or as the kids know her, “the feelings teacher”

Wednesday- Gym with Mr. Flaherty (wear sneakers) for 30 minutes and Music with Mrs. Dailey for 30 minutes.

Thursday- Library for 45 minutes with Mrs. McGrath

Friday- Technology with Mrs. Barnaby for 45 minutes

COMMUNICATION

       The home school link is a critical part of a positive experience.  If for any reason your child is upset or bothered by someone or something at school, please let me know.  It is important that your child fell secure and happy at school.  Also, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call the school office (978-388-4407) and I will return your call at my earliest convenience.  I can also be reached by email dodierj@amesburyma.gov once school begins.  Please keep in mind the school day is very busy and I will most likely not respond until my prep time or after the students leave.  

       It is extremely important that if your phone number or address changes that you let me know in writing, as well as the office.  We are all looking out for the best interest of your child.  Anything you can share with me about your child’s life such as allergies, recent changes, traumatic experiences and strengths and/or weaknesses will help a great deal in understanding your child.  It is also very helpful for your child to have a back pack so that notes, papers and their work make it home safely to you.  Please check their back packs each day and each Wednesday is “poly day” with important notes from the office. I also try to send a classroom newsletter once a week or every other week.  I strongly recommend labeling important items such as backpacks, lunchboxes, jackets, etc. with you child’s name.  

       Birthdays are special events and we will celebrate in the classroom.  With our school food policy we cannot celebrate with food, but if your child would like to celebrate with a small trinket for each child that is fine.  Items such as stickers or pencils can be a fun way to share the birthday magic. I discourage birthday invitations from being passed out at school since it can cause hurt feelings if someone is not included.  In a few weeks, I will send out a permission slip to make a class directory of phone #’s and addresses to help in planning play dates and birthday parties.  You do not have to participate in the class directory.

     I also ask that all toys please remain at home.  They may cause a problem on the bus, in class or become lost.  Books or items relating to our theme are always fine to share.  

The students will have an opportunity to bring in a show and tell later in the year.  

VOLUNTEERS AND CHAPERONES

        Volunteers are important in any classroom and can prove to be a very rewarding experience.  I will be looking for volunteers and hope to begin having parents volunteer in October.  If you are planning to volunteer or even if you or your spouse are hoping to chaperone a field trip during the year- a CORI form is required by the office.  I recommend that both parents fill out the CORI form. There are 2 sides to the form and you will need to supply a copy of your license as well.  

      Chaperones are also welcomed and needed for successful field trips.  For the safety of your children, younger siblings cannot accompany you when volunteering or chaperoning.

     We are looking forward to a great year! 

Warmly,

Joanna Dodier-  Kindergarten Teacher

Pat Dupere- Assistant Teacher

