Regular Present Tense -AR Verbs

· Conjugating a verb is changing the infinitive to agree with the subject
· A verb is regular if it can be conjugated by taking off the ending of the infinitive and adding a new set of endings to the stem to agree with the subject
· An infinitive of a verb is the verb in its original form, before it is conjugated, with the –AR, -ER or –IR ending that means to…  (ex.: bailar = to dance)
· To find the stem of a verb, remove the ending of the infinitive
· The endings for regular –AR verbs in the present tense are:
	yo                    o
	nosotros                 amos

	tú                    as
	vosotros                 áis

	él,ella,Ud.           a
	ellos,ellas,Uds.        an


Ex:  bailar → stem is bail
	yo                    bailo
	nosotros                 bailamos

	tú                    bailas
	vosotros                 bailáis

	él,ella,Ud.           baila
	ellos,ellas, Uds.        bailan


· The present tense has three meanings in Spanish:   Ex.: yo bailo = 

1. I dance

2. I do dance

3. I am dancing
· The different meanings of the present tense are often expressed in English using helping verbs, such as am, are, is, do and does, but are not necessary in Spanish
· To make a verb negative, add no before the verb

· The negative present tense in Spanish has two meanings:

Ex.: Manuela no baila bien. =

1. Manuela does not dance well.

2. Manuela is not dancing well.
