The Study of History: An Overview

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” – George Santayana (1905-06)

History: A chronological record of significant events usually including an explanation of their causes.

“We can chart our future clearly and wisely only when we know the path which has led to the present.” – Adlai Stevenson (1952)

Types of Historical Study:
Political, Geographical, Military 

Economic & Technological (Global Interaction)

Religious (Value Systems) 

Social/Cultural (Diversity – Arts & Literature)

Biographical (Impact of the Individual)
Comparative (Continuity & Change)

“The very ink with which all history is written is merely fluid prejudice.” – Mark Twain (1897)
Proof: (Fact over Fiction)

“Where’s the Beef?” - Identify - Who, What, When, Where, How, & Why

Informational Tools & Resources: Written (Primary & Secondary Documents)

Oral history, Libraries, (Auto) Biographies, Indexes, Statistics, Literature, Internet, Videos, Art, Music, etc.

[Question and Quote All Sources]

“To what a degree the same past can leave different marks – and especially admit of different interpretations.” 

– Andre Gide (1931)

COMPARE & CONTRAST / CAUSE - EFFECT
Perspectives, Opinions, & Arguments

Analysis / Hypothesis / Thesis – Antithesis / Synthesis

Critical thinking, questioning, conceptual reasoning, objective consideration

Developing a thesis, recognizing alternative viewpoints, formulating conclusions based on factual information

“We have to do with the past only as we can make it useful to the present and the future.” – Frederick Douglass
A Few Themes in History:

“DNA versus ABC” = Needs vs. Wants

Empathy vs. Apathy

Preparedness vs. Panic

The Power of Positing

“Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe.” – H.G. Wells, (1920)
Learning & Presentation Methods:

(5 Senses)

Auditory – (Hearing & Listening), Visual – (Observing, Reading, & Writing)

Touch, Smell, & Taste – (Artifacts, Replicas, Experiential, Interactive, etc.)

“To be ignorant of what occurred before you were born is to remain perpetually a child.” – Cicero (46 B.C.)

“What is past is prologue.” -  William Shakespeare

