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Welcome to the Amesbury High School Chorus!  You are now a very important member of a wonderful organization that continues to build a tradition of superior performance and musical excellence!  The chorus program offers many things to the individual student:  an opportunity to demonstrate and build musical ability; an opportunity to develop leadership skills; an opportunity to make new friends; an opportunity to participate in music trips or outings and an opportunity to perform as a representative of Amesbury High School.  
We will be constantly working hard to learn vocal technique, to improve our music reading skills and to rehearse new music to perform.  This group can be as outstanding as we want to be; it all depends on you.  Superior music groups are a result of many hours of hard work as well as strong dedication and commitment from each member. 
This handbook is provided to make your orientation to the AHS Chorus a quick and easy task. We encourage you and your parents to read this handbook so that you may better understand our policies, regulations, and your obligations. An 
Amesbury High School Chorus Member should be cooperative, should strive for the highest possible scholastic record, should have a positive attitude toward the chorus, school and community, and in general, should distinguish him/herself by always doing the right thing at the right time. 


Objectives 
Chorus is designed as a study in vocal production, music fundamentals and music repertoire. Students have many opportunities to sing for personal enjoyment and to perform a variety of pieces from choral literature.   We, the AHS Chorus members, are dedicated to performing at the highest musical standards, enriching our school and our community and advancing our musical knowledge and musicianship.


Our Goals are: 
1. To develop correct vocal techniques. 
2. To develop fundamental music skills in notation and sight-singing. 
3. To recognize musical elements and demonstrate expressive qualities in varying styles of choral music. 
4. To contribute to the blend, balance and quality of the ensemble by developing the ability to sing a part securely. 
5. To develop confidence in performing by practicing performance etiquette and decorum. 
6. To have opportunities for the enjoyment of music through active participation. 
7. To develop self-discipline by functioning as a responsible member of the organization. 
8. To experience successful achievement and pleasure through group involvement. 
9. To develop personal character traits of leadership, poise, and dependability as 
well as provide an avenue for self-expression. 
10. To develop a desire to continue musical experiences.
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Expectations
I. Citizenship: The student will demonstrate the following. 
	Respect for self, peers, and teacher
	Promptness to class
	Attentiveness and consistent effort 
	Positive attitude 
	Ability to work well with others 
	Responsibility for the condition of the music and folder assigned
Willingness to notify the teacher of a personal illness, which may make singing properly difficult or impossible. 
	Willingness to ask questions when clarification or additional help from the 
	teacher is warranted. 

II. Academic and Practical Ability: The student will demonstrate the following: 
	Watches conductor 
	Uses good posture, diction, & breath support 
	Matches pitch as given from piano or conductor 
	Learns melodies assigned to his/her voice part 
	Memorizes concert music 
	Understands and identifies fundamental musical signs & symbols
	Meets uniform concert attire requirements 
	Participates in all required performances 
 	Demonstrates continued improvement in each of the following areas of 
	musicianship throughout the school year: 
		1. Tone quality 
		2. Dynamics 
		3. Phrasing 
		4. Intonation 
		5. Pitch discrimination 
		6. Diction 
		7. Breath support 
Chorus seldom requires homework or written assignments as in other classes. Your work is done in class by participating and being a responsible member of our ensemble. You are not graded on how well you personally sing but on how hard you try. The effort you put forth in this class is very important and those efforts will be observed on a daily basis.

Daily Procedures
Enter class on time, sit at your assigned seat and participate in warm-ups.  Please leave your backpack in the hallway outside room 102.  
Please do not ever have gum in your mouth during chorus rehearsal.  If you have gum, just throw it in the wastebasket on your way in.
If you are tardy, do not disrupt the class when you arrive.  Put your office late pass on the piano and quietly take your seat and join the rehearsal.
Water in capped bottles is allowed. Sodas, juices, coffee and food of any kind are NOT allowed in the classroom.  
Cell phones are NOT allowed during rehearsals.

Music Folders
All distributed music should be kept in your folder.  It will be collected at the end of the semester, so please keep it in good shape. Folders will be kept in numbered slots in the chorus cabinet.  You are responsible for all of your choral music. 
You are encouraged to mark any notes in the music using a pencil only.
You may take your folder home to study it, but you must have your music at every rehearsal.  Random folder checks will occur. Librarians will help with music as needed.

Warm-ups
It is extremely important to participate in vocal warm-ups.  
Exercises are done quietly, concentrating on relaxing all singing muscles.
Vocal warm-ups are to be done standing up. 
Use proper posture while exercising and vocalizing. 
Concentrate on developing your individual vocal skills. 
Challenge yourself to learn new techniques, even if they seem awkward at first.  Everyone has the right to make mistakes. 

Talking
Students should make every effort to talk one at a time in classroom discussion.  Raise your hand if you have questions or comments.  Disruptive students will be asked to leave the room.  Students should never talk during the music. When a section is rehearsing, other sections should be studying the music quietly, singing along or listening critically.

Attendance
All school attendance policies will be strictly followed. 
Attendance is crucial for every choir member!  Due to the nature of the course, when a student is absent he/she misses rehearsal and explanations that cannot be made up. In addition, the entire choir suffers because that student was not in school to learn his/her part along with the rest of the choir.  If a student’s absence is excused, he/she may make up the work.  This privilege is not extended for any unexcused absences or truancies.  Attendance is part of your grade in Chorus.

Grading	50% Attendance		25% Participation/Effort		25% Performance

Performances
I cannot expect a total commitment from any one student without expecting the same amount of commitment from every member in the choir.  Therefore, the following rules apply to performances:

ALL PERFORMANCES ARE REQUIRED
Students will receive the music performance calendar in September, so there is plenty of time to add these events to your calendar.  Extra performances will be added throughout the year as opportunities arise.  You will be given as much advance notice as possible about these school or community events.  Your schedule must be adjusted to fit the performance schedule.  Absences due to a student’s job are unexcused.  Absences due to a student not obtaining a ride to the concert are unexcused.  Students are required to plan ahead so that homework and other school projects will not interfere with concerts. 

Students are expected to:
	Be punctual
	Have proper dress or attire
	Follow instructions
	Stay for the entire performance or concert


Responsibilities of Chorus Members
1. To attend school and rehearsals regularly and account for all absences. 
2. To make a real effort to learn and improve daily. 
3. To become responsible for actions and assume the consequences thereof. 
4. To be personally clean and neat, and to dress appropriately. 
5. To have proper respect for music director(s). 
6. To follow the classroom rules, school regulations, and travel instructions. 
7. To be respectful of school property. 
8. To cooperate with fellow choir members and to share with them the responsibilities and privileges that are part of the choral program. 
9. To contribute positively to the music experience by performing to the best of one’s ability.
10. To gain understanding of music and to develop good listening habits.   


How Parents Can Help
Show an interest in the music study of your child. 
Encourage your child to perform for others when the opportunity arises, whether at home, school, church, or the community. 
Keep a record or the student’s various music activities.
Notify the teacher if your child is to be absent or tardy at rehearsals or performances. 
Teach your child to be punctual at rehearsals and performances. 
See to it that your child keeps up with classroom studies and makes up missed work. 
Discuss with the director anything that will help her to understand your child. 
Attend concerts and other events involving your child. Show your support! 

Please don’t ever hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Thank you. 	Susanne Meyer, AHS Performing Arts	meyers@amesburyma.gov

AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS
PARENT/STUDENT AGREEMENT 
(Please return to your Director)

This handbook was written for Chorus Members and their families.  After reading the handbook, please fill out this page and return by Friday, September 5th, 2014. 

I________________________________, have read and understand the Amesbury High School Choral Handbook. I will make a positive contribution to the chorus program at AHS and I will follow all the rules and procedures outlined herein. 


PARENTS:
    I am interested in volunteering to help out with the Chorus this year.

Please reach me by: 

Phone ___________________  or E-mail _______________________________


Please indicate below the way in which you would like to assist the chorus this year. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.   


	Chaperone (Field trips, festivals): _________________________________ 
	Concert Organizer (Publicity, programs etc.): ________________________ 
	Fundraising: __________________________________________________
	Piano accompanist: ____________________________________________ 
         Other: ______________________________________________________



Date:  ___________ Student Signature: ________________________________ 

Student Cell Phone:  _______________________________________________

Student E-mail:  ___________________________________________________



Signature of Parent/Guardian: ________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________  Cell Phone:  _____________________

Parent E-mail: ____________________________________________________
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