Summer Reading Tips for Parents


Read to your child. Try to establish a daily routine that includes a time to read together. Bedtime
is a traditional favorite, but any time will work that is convenient for you and your family.



Be a good role model. Let your child see you reading for pleasure as well as for information. Let
her know that you value reading.



Give your child the opportunity to read aloud to you, a friend, another family member or another
child. Make the experience a chance for your child to share his new reading skills. Have him read
the book silently before asking him to read it aloud. Correct mistakes only when the mistake
changes the meaning of the sentence and then supply the word without making him feel bad for
having made a mistake.



Include your child in your day-to-day reading experiences. Share recipes, the newspaper,
magazines, the TV Guide, cereal boxes, menus, road signs, etc. Our world is full of things to read
if we are aware of our surroundings.



Talk to your child about the books she is reading. Tell her about books you enjoyed when you
were a child and ones that you are reading now.



Help him select books on topics he is interested in and on his reading level. A simple rule of
thumb for helping your child select books at his reading level is to have them choose a page in the
book (not the first one) and read it. If he doesn’t know five or more of the words, then the book is
too hard for pleasure reading.



If you are planning a vacation this summer, write to the visitors’ bureau of places you will be
visiting and ask for information on the area and any special attractions, check out books from the
library to get background information, or get brochures from your travel agent, share this
information with your child; ask for his input on what activities he would enjoy. Hang a map of
the places you will be visiting and/or traveling through on the wall and chart your travel route.
These techniques will work after travel too.



Carry a bag with books and activities to keep your child occupied whenever you have to wait.



Get your child his own library card. Take or allow him to go to the library often browse for books
and enjoy special activities.



Help her learn new words. Make a goal of one new word a day. Discuss words she comes across
and doesn’t know. This will help her to explain her vocabulary.

